
Description of work Required 
respirator

Type 1 operations

All Type 1 operations
If worker asks employer to

provide a respirator: 
A

Type 2 operations
Removing all or part of a false ceiling to obtain access to a work area, if ACM is likely to be lying on the surface
of the false ceiling. B

Breaking, cutting, drilling, abrading, grinding, sanding, or vibrating non-friable
ACM if the work is done by means of power tools that are attached to dust-
collecting devices equipped with HEPA filters.

Material is not wetted B
Material is wetted to control
fibres A

All other Type 2 operations A

Type 3 operations
Breaking, cutting, drilling, abrading, grinding, sanding, or vibrating non-friable
ACM using power tools, if the tool is not attached to a dust-collecting device
equipped with a HEPA filter.

Material is not wetted C
Material is wetted to control
fibres B

! Removing or disturbing more than one square metre of friable ACM dur-
ing the repair, alteration, maintenance, or demolition of all or part of a
building, aircraft, ship, locomotive, railway car or vehicle, or any machin-
ery or equipment.

! Spraying sealant on friable ACM.

! Cleaning or removing air-handling equipment, including rigid ducting but
not including filters, in a building where sprayed fireproofing is ACM.

! Repairing, altering, or demolishing all or part of a kiln, metallurgical fur-
nace, or similar structure that is made in part of refractory ACM.

! Repairing, altering, or demolishing all or part of any building in which
asbestos is or was used in the manufacture of products, unless the asbestos
was cleaned up and removed before 16 March 1986.   

Material is not wetted D
Friable ACM other than
chrysotile was applied or
installed by spraying, and is
wetted to control fibres

C

Friable chrysotile ACM was
applied or installed by spray-
ing, and is wetted to control
fibres

B

Friable ACM was not applied
or installed by spraying, and is
wetted to control fibres

B

RESPIRATOR CHART FOR ASBESTOS WORK
“ACM” means asbestos-containing material.

A B C D

Air-purifying half-
mask respirator with
N-100, R-100, or 
P-100 particulate 
filter. If the worker
requests the 
respirator from the 
employer, then the
worker must wear
it.

Choose any of the following:

! Air-purifying full-facepiece respirator with N-100, R-100, or P-100 particulate filter.
! Powered air-purifying respirator with a tight-fitting facepiece (either full or half face-

piece) and either a high-efficiency filter or an N-100, R-100, or P-100 particulate filter.
! Negative pressure (demand) supplied-air respirator with a full facepiece.
! Continuous-flow supplied-air respirator with a tight-fitting facepiece (full or half face-

piece).

Pressure-
demand
supplied-air
respirator
with a half
facepiece.

Pressure-
demand
supplied-air
respirator
with a full
facepiece.

KEY TO RESPIRATOR CHART

Disposable respirators or dust masks are not recommended for avoiding exposure to asbestos fibres because it’s difficult to perform negative and
positive fit testing.
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